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household, 10 other families

Cll steps | in t to help Leh flash flood victims

LEH, AUGUST 7

THE members of Chang-
marma household seem a

satisfied, if not happy lot. A

year ago, their house at Phu -
the uppermost part of Saboo
village which was one of the
worst affected area by the
flash flood on the August 6
night — was completely
washed away. Having just
built the home, their plans to
move in never materialised
as the flood washed away
both the house and their
dreams. The family also lost
their grandfather, Paldan,
who was acting as the house-
keeper on that fateful night,
Today, the family will
move into another new
home. After the flood, help
came from various organisa-
tions, and though the af-
fected people got blankets,
clothes and other basic items
in bundles, they lacked the
most basic necessity at that

Ong of the Houses built by Cll at Saboo village.
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mnuLcnt shelter. It was then

that Confederation of Indian
Tndubtry (CII) came to their
resciie and promised to build
13 ]161;56:5 for rehabilitation
of tht‘; affected families. After
proper planning and consul-
tation with the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office (PMO)and local
builders, CIL decided to
adt};ﬂ Saboo- the only model

" village in Leh district. Plans |

of donating prefabricated
houses were dropped as peo-
ple complained of suffoca-
tion in the rooms. Soon, two
houses modelled on the tra-
ditional Ladakhi mud and
brick houses were built. On
October 30, 2010, the keys
were handed over to the first
beneficiary.
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The construction work,
however, had to be stopped
due to harsh winter months
till April this year, After that,
under the guidance of Tser-
ing Angchok, Deputy Com-
missioner of Leh, the work
resumed at full speed and as
per their promise, CIH com-
pleted the houses in June.

Like the Changmarma

were also handed over the
keys of the new houses.
“Our newly built house had
around ten rooms and this
one has two, but it is spa-
cious and warm. I am very
grateful to them,” shared
Tsultim Dolma, one of the
beneficiaries.

Speaking on the occasion,
Abdul Rahim Rather, Fi-
nance Minister, J&K, said,
“We fully appreciate the
work done by CII. The swift
and planned relief and reha-
bilitation work done by them
iscommendable,” .
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Thadani, Chairman, CII,
Northern Region, explained
about the features of the
rooms. “The rooms have
been designed in consulta-
tion with local experts, keep-
ing in mind local needs,
while strengthening the
structure to make it earth-
quake-resistant, using locally
available material,” he said.
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